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Butiit’s not: ys.edsy:to getd; fitst b
what Abdiibonp actually did. One of the best-loolking
of recent tiesis *“Audubon’s Birdd'of America;”
by Roger Tory . Peterson Virgin
reproduced afresh from the Audubon Society of tt
Audubon double elephant folioand published by the Abl

L0 £
§ ,where we can scriiti
any time we'like. But evén there we

Continugion Page 622°

¢ “Portralt of Mrs. Sarah Best by Jobm James:
Audubon is.on view at the Grey Art Gallery. " :

EANORBLAU'

for adults dre hardly new; they date

acki 6 ahtiquity; whes nobody distinguistied be
ee en’tgx‘tainment,fffq;;young afid old, But they

““been ‘undergoing.a renaissance. in--recent -
this country and Europe; And thig weekend inNew"

they will abound.

¢ will clash and 4 head will fdll When the Maneo-

arfonette Theater: brings to- life the: world of
grie’s court it 4 raré dppearance Sunday at the

American Museum of Natural History on 70th Street and-

Central Park West. For more than a Ceritury, generations of

the.Mantéo family have carried on the tradition of perform: -
g adventures from the lifg of Roland with nearly life:size -

mdrionettes,” .

. Bruce D, Schwartz, wearing a stage that-fits over hig -

. head and-torso, Will present an Elizabsthan farce and also:

= workewith rod puppets stariing at 11 tonight at the Economy -
-, Tires Theater of the Danée Theater Workshop, 218 West 19th
treet, Mr. Schiwaitz i5-back in town after having gained

pular dnd critical acclaim on his last visi

““Japaness: bunraky puppets = inanipulated by bla‘ck:“

hooded hatidlers —will love and'do it a ndbural stliipg
film; instead of on Stage; to be shown tonight atid.tbmorrow
‘the Japan Sociéty, 333 East 47th Streef, The 1982 filra is
ing brought back by request after its sHowing in March
and may be included in the Cannes International Film Festi-
EER . T N ]

al, s T v
* Such has been the interest in the form that New York

now las a place dedicated to puppetry « the Puppet Loft at .

180 Duane Street inTriBeCa, the triangle below Canal Street

= where various performances are scheduled Saturday. i

asa'fine art. :

Thé three-year-old gallery’s intention isto present puppetry

* The Manteo gfoup ié & tatnily affair that has spanned .
six.generations, and thé mafi to talk-about it is the-voluble -
Mike) Manteo. When he relates an event - fact or fic-:

., 'BGAMEMMNON IN CHELSEA. |

‘The “Agamemnon’ of Ae“s.chylus,'v Which sﬁahs the’
Greek king's return from the Trojan Warto his murder by.

his queen, Clytemnestra, i§ being: staged at the: Greek
Theater of New York, 120 West.28th Street; tinder-the di-

fection of Jonathan- Ringkamp, a’ Franciscarn' brother;.
who' was co-founder of street-theater productions with’
Geraldine Fitzgerald and whois also a playwright, Hehas: .|




.
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‘V.Pﬂpﬁét Renaissance =
Forthe Grown-Ups =~ |

e

. . . Sﬁ:VBlnc.k
Papa (Mike) Mantéo witha puppet of the Maiites Sicilan Marlorietie Thiea:
- -ter-Heand his charges will perform Sunday at Natural History Musetim/:

.

’ mthth.is sftdiv at the Dance Theater’

: Continued From PageCl - Warkshop in the fall:of-1980;, MeL Gus-. — -
— ——— ———————— 50w, revie his show in The New
tion — he acts out all the parts. So it ‘startling .
"was that the burly 72-year-old enacted o0,

d joiist.the other day in his shop in.the
Bensonhurst ~ section. of . Brooklyn, nakes
"whété‘.hé\»'_w;)rks'as,_'em_‘electnci'an;and - ] vites: hissown
' crafts-the marionettes that are cén-  plays, He's wary of moves 1o establish
tralfo his life. - . R puppetry’s fine arts credentjals;: v
“TA;: TA,” - he boomed as he * “Historically,” he agrees, f
stamped-his feet, holding a puppet been neglected, at least in,the West;
 knight by the rod emerging from its  it's always been considered somie-
head and ‘pulling a cord to move its thing sort of trifling, one of the lesser
_shield."Mr. Manteo was recounting.a . of th -
.puppet -battle and demonstrating his .
- art: “It's all i the twist of the wrist,” .
heconfided: . . L
. Like: his father; grandfather and
great-grandfather. before him. — and
like his own son afnd grandson — Mr.
: Manteo is steeped ina Sicilian tradi-
- tion'dating back at Jéast as far asthe
* 16th. --céntuiry.. - Using * marionettes .
weighing a5 much'as 125 pounds, the "
" Manteos ‘have presented “adventures
-from -the‘life of ‘Roland (Orlando in
Italian), the swashbuckling medieval
Imight who. fought- for ‘Charlemhagne,
Somé.of the:marionettes made by the.:
~Tirst Manteos are in-a collection of the: -
Smithsonian Institution.and others.re- .
;-side in Mr:Manteo's:shop.. . Ceii
vith”rods “and- cords by

| fove. Ac It
1., logue improvised in Italian’ (prog
| -music-piano.and singing. .

|1cities in. the United States.. but: o

5 &
/1. toole their art o' Argentiag in 1900 and- icides ‘at Sonezaki, " first Brodu
/|/t0 New York in 1919. From about 1928 - 1o oy e oonc2akl, ™ first produc

‘| belief and-then disgust as-Mr, Manteo
| street. He and his sister do the dia-

| my_whole body into.the .

‘| “You got to be'there every night. You ' Judy Caden, a puppeteer who Is the.
-|.. Fresented. by the New ‘York -City fostering the ‘image of the-art,

-| Hall, the Manteostwill pérformat12,2 . 4 b -as 'wel it off
| and 4, followed each. time by a film ;vrk;ofe;;ed red ith o s exbibit often

e P e o

| reservations, call 836-7644, -

_"L‘Elj]ue‘
is “dia.

RS U CAPIEY

companying -all

notes ‘explain the

action) with live

‘At the :turn of the century, groups
like the Manteos flourished in severa]

' In the Japariese bunraku pg
theater, which flowered betwee; i
‘mid-17th. and mid-19th" centuries

- tradition is dying; new customs have
altered the enactments back in Sicily,
and the Manteos, who haven’t per-
formed regularly since the late 1930's,

.are said to be the last of their kind in~
thécityifnotinthecountry. =~ - vices on the figure. One" Te-

_The Manteos -first* performed in most writers of this form was Monzaes

" Sicily more than a century ago, then, men Chikamatsu, ‘whose “The Liove

nearly life-size dolls are controlled by =
hooded  operators in ‘black al
three for each. doll, ‘who- rate’de- °

(T 10 ] .. In-1703 in Osaka, ‘was. recently tnad
10,1938, Mr. Manteo ‘said, they DPer-. .into.a movie'in which a'naturaf sétting
- formed every. night on. Mul CITy’ * was substituted’for a-theatrical:one
7Street, taking 13 months to tell 394epi- - The film maker was Midori Kurisaki, .
sodes, then starting the cycle again.- . aformer actress, most of whose previ-
Helping with the shows at night and ous films have been documentaries,
with electrical tasks’ by day;’ he *‘Sonezaki” will be shown at
worked. 18 hours .a day and’ recsived, Japan. Society. tonight “at 7:3¢
only a dollar a week: “People payed 257 tomorrow at 2and 4 P.M. Tt's & Storsy
Cents to'see us,” he said..“It went . of thwarted love between a merchant - ||
-down to 20 cents ‘during the Depres-  and 8 courtesan. The young ian, be-. I
sion. How did we stay in business? It trayed by a friend who refuses to re’ :
-was a family affair. My father paid twm or-even ac]mowledge 8 loan, an .
nobody except the pianist.” o the young woman, “indéntitred:
The ‘audience, ate during perform: = brgthel; flee togethier to a forest where
. ances on 'Mulb,ebxg Street, he contin- they kill themselves to eseape furthe
ued, and everybody got caught up in . shame: Tickets'are $4 and go-on sale-
the tales. An old woman once huried " a¢ 5:39 for tonight’s'showing and at.
‘her shoe'at a puppet villain, then dt- - P,M. for tomorrow’s matinees. For i
tacked him when he wore it, Mr. Man- formation, call 7520824, - - - b
feo remembered. Another day,:a - SR U
butcher enraged at 2 mean puppet: . gy
whipped out ‘g gun, and the next day,.
- detectives, hearing only’ that there' — - T -
had been a shooting, watched with dis. - .. 'The Puppet Loft’ has o' ev
scheduled this ‘weekend: perform-
- ances by four companies for aduls
tomorrow at 8:30 P.M. ($3.50;- 431-
7627), and for children on Sunday from
1105 - both in the gallery (32 contri-
bution) and  outside (free) in Duane
Park. Also fiée is a gallery exhibition
featuring: more than 100 puppets. ag
well as puppet posters. The -figures
are hand-carved and come from all
oy o marionette;-—over w Chirla, Bali, Burma, India;
L Incorporate iy v o= Java, Japan, Gérmany, Turkey ‘and
““You'cannot be. taught,” he said, ’.Czechoslgfanlda. rm " it and

displayed the bullet-ridden victim.

Mr. Manteo creéates and costumes |
new marionettes and repairs old ones
using, chiefly, junk that he finds in the

logue for shows these days; his son,’
brother, brother-in-law and grandson
do the manipulating. He remermbers
wistfully, though, how it felt to:‘put

“ got tolive the part.” director of the loft, explains that;.in

chapter of the New York Folklore

" stead of ating it, we. to.s it
. Society, in the musenm’s Education i otpaolating it, we try to show i

with other art forms.” Visual artists

red, with or without puppets:

‘Tomorrow program will include
Phyllis Bulkin ‘and dancers, wha use’ o
‘~¥isual art and animation. Payton Wil- -
. Kinison  and. Timothy Sicilliano. will :
* combine’ cartooning and" puppetty,

. about'the family. Tickets are $6. For ' -

| eanior :L'Amour, "a. bawdy -little old " fornance in” a_science:fiction

“| gether in the style of an-Elizabethan cas : T
‘{ farce;. - inspired by -an “illumninated ;< Mir ;
“f. tnanuscript. Only his legs are visible "~ Puppetryisa wide-

explains, were: traditional in man
:| parts of the world, partly-becatse “{t
/| ‘was' unlawful to have a" permianent
.| puppet theater in manypeﬁods}gfhjs--— ’
“f tory..:For -ore thing, -the - church- .. - Tiwould prt: ed : :
| thought it smacked of idolatry.> .~ A€ - ¥ould put cobwebs in the

| -Mr.:Schwartz, who lives in Los An-. - ‘sawdust on the
| geles, won popular and critical praise - chairs, -not those. soft kind..I. do not,

, . Using masks, ‘Visors, sets-ind"props:
El-" " Alex Hahn will mix visualartandper-

.+t the Darice Theater ‘Workshop,
lady who laughs a-lot, will be seduced . that uses ‘tays but. not. puppe

by a Ratof Huge Proportions asBruce | gand i Sr a “sarcas
D, Schwartz presents a show heéputto. . mmﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂ%ﬁ' 2. sarcastl
N 4 ik B Loas

under a stage Worn over his head and f,”‘,;:,‘;w‘g;,,f ‘;f,ﬁ iﬁho
upperbodys; .l e and looking - b
. *Walking stages,”” Mr..Schwartz . . Scliwartz valués'
¥ " periment, Mr, Man'ted va)
“‘If I'had a theater i fora Mmilli
lars, 10 million, W) atever,’’. he'saij
*I'd. build one like:they had 100

3

‘when.he made his New York debqt'




